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Draft Minutes of the North East Quarterly District Meeting held at Reydon 
Saturday 11 February 2017 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 

Prior to the formal meeting starting, the Rev Bill Mahood, the District’s Chaplain, introduced 
himself and said how pleased he is to have taken up the role. 
 
The Chairman, Mike Cowling, (MC), welcomed 23 members to the meeting. 
 
Apologies were received from Tess Blower, Graham Downing, Valerie Eagle-Bott, Sal 
Jenkinson, Ruth Lindsley, Sarah Plummer, Helen Price, Ed Rolph, Fiona Shuttle, Jonathan 
Stevens, Richard Stevens, John Tesh, Michelle Williams, Sange Wilson, Steve Wilson,  
 

2. Minutes of the Annual District Meeting held on 12 November 2016 

The Chairman said that these minutes will need to be formally approved at the next Annual 
District Meeting in November 2017, but asked if there are any amendments in the 
meantime.  There were no amendments. 
 
The minutes were proposed as a true record by Catherine Draper and seconded by 
Chrissie Pickup. 
 

3. Matters arising from the minutes of 12 November 2016 

There were no matters arising. 

(Secretary’s note: It should have been reported to the 11th February meeting that following 
the Annual District Meeting, Trevor Hughes has kindly agreed to be co-opted to the District 
committee.) 

4. Ratification of Guild Report Editor being appointed to fifth GMC place 

Mike Cowling explained that there had been an omission at the Annual District Meeting, in 
that the fifth GMC place had not been filled.  The District Committee had suggested that as 
the Guild Report Editor is a NE District member, that she should be appointed to the fifth 
slot.  The Committee has written to the Guild and said this is our intention. 

MC asked for a proposal that Michelle Williams, Guild Report Editor, be appointed to the 
fifth GMC place.  This was proposed by Veronica Downing, seconded by Suzanne Stevens, 
and carried by member vote. 

5. Election of New Members 
 
Membership forms were received from the following, who were duly elected as members to 
the Suffolk Guild, North East District. 
 
Paul Ashton     Yoxford         Proposed Hal Humphries    Seconded Richard Rapior 
Steve Brown               Beccles       Proposed Faith Darch         Seconded Kate Gill 
Keith Dennis               Huntingfield   Proposed Hugh Spink         Seconded Philip Gorrod 
Martin Fowler              Metfield           Proposed J Beckwith           Seconded Jonathan Stevens 
 
Members approved their election as members.  Their membership forms and subscriptions 
were passed to the Treasurer.   
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6. Report back from Tower Liaison Meetings 

MC thanked those members who had attended and said the meetings had been very 
useful.  The minutes of the meetings on 11 and 15 January are available via the Guild 
website, and were circulated to members with the papers for today’s meeting.  He 
suggested it would be useful to display the minutes in the towers. 

He asked if there are any comments or suggestions regarding the meetings, but there were 
none. 

 
7. Outcome from 2016 Tower Reports 

MC thanked members for the Tower Reports sent in and said we have received a good 
number.  He reiterated their use for each tower’s PCC.  They will not be published on the 
Guild website, but hard copies are available here today. 

 

8. Draft Ringing Programme 

Philip Gorrod (PJG) introduced the Programme, which had been previously circulated.  He 
has put the draft Programme together by drawing on comments and suggestions at the two 
Tower Liaison meetings.  PJG stressed it is draft and can be changed.  The meeting today 
will be asked to approve the Programme, after any required amendments have been made. 

PJG took members through the events proposed on the Programme, and made the 
following comments: 

ART session on afternoon of Saturday 11 March.  This is for people who attended last 
year’s course.  A further session can be arranged if needs be.  Towers are encouraged to 
bring learners along. 

Quarter peals and beer on Saturday 26 August.  PJG asked to be informed of specific 
methods people would like to ring for quarter peal attempts.  Beer will be in the Wenhaston 
Star afterwards and all members are invited, whether or not they have been ringing earlier 
in the day. 

Liaison meetings in January 2018.  PJG asked if this is the right time of year, or whether 
members would prefer the meetings to be held on November 2017.  After discussion, it was 
agreed January is the right time to hold the meetings. 

Elementary conducting.  PJG asked for names of members who would be interested in 
taking part in one or more of these sessions. 

Monthly specials.  Please note change to Beccles Ten Bell sessions.  These will be bi-
monthly, starting March, then May, July etc and not as shown on the draft Programme.  The 
first session on 1 March will focus on Call Changes and Plain Bob Royal. 

The Bungay monthly practice is a new session. 

Quarter peals.  PJG said these will be held once per month.  He asked for interested people 
to indicate if they would like to ring. 

Suzanne Stevens said she had enjoyed the straightforward ringing at Reydon today, and 
the focus on good striking. 

PJG explained, in response to a question, that the handbells session will be on Easter 
Saturday as the second weekend of each month is ‘reserved’ for the NE District, with each 
District having their own weekend each month to avoid clashes between events. 
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The 2017 Programme will be sent out to members once amended. 

MC thanked PJG for putting together the Programme. 

 

9. Planning for Guild AGM 22 April 2017 - Beccles 

MC reminded everyone that this needs to be an excellent event and to uphold the 
reputation of the N E District. 

PJG outlined the plans for ringing at two strings of towers on the way into Beccles and his 
request for volunteers to be available to ring at the towers.  There are still a few gaps and 
he asked for more ringers for Blythburgh, Bungay, Barsham and Ringsfield. 

Kate Gill set out the plans for the arrangements on the day, especially for the ringing tea.  
She circulated a schedule of proposed food items and asked for volunteers to make them 
and for a small team to be available to help at the Hungate Hall, where the AGM and tea 
are being held. 

Julie Rapior suggested asking for names for tea by a date in advance of that actually 
required, as there normally is a last minute flurry of names. 

MC said that the GMC will be discussing arrangements on 18 February. 

 

10. Any Other Business 

Trevor Hughes thanked the Committee for changing today’s venue from Wingfield.  He also 
suggested that at the Annual District Meeting in November this year, we should ensure that 
the venue for the quarterly meeting in February 2018 is appropriate for the winter months. 

MC extended warm thanks to the team at Reydon for accommodating us at short notice 
and for their excellent hospitality and welcome.  He also praised the bells, which are 
excellent. 

MC also encouraged teams to enter the District Striking Competition at Metfield in May.  
Both method and call change bands can enter.  We plan that it will be an enjoyable event. 

Bands should talk to PJG to check on details and eligibility. 

Suzanne Stevens expressed her thanks to the Committee for all the arrangements made to 
date. 

 

11. Date of next meeting 

Saturday 13 May, after the District Striking Competition at Metfield. 

 

 

 


